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Ascension 

May 13, 2021 

 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Hymn Draw Us To Thee (stanzas 1, 2, 5) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 170 

 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR ASCENSION 

 

M: Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. Hebrews 3:1 

 

C: Since we have such a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son 

of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  
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M: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin. 

 

C: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 5:14-16 

 

M: Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 

exalted above the heavens. 

 

C: Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for 

his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. 

 

M: He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. Hebrews 7:26, 27 

 

C: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the 

Majesty in heaven. Hebrews 8:1a 

 

Be seated 

 

Song of Praise We Thank Thee, Jesus, Dearest Friend 

Adult Choir arranged by Carl Schalk 

 

 We thank thee, Jesus, dearest Friend, that thou didst into heav’n ascend. 

 O blessed Savior, bid us live and strength to soul and body give. Alleluia! 

 

 We therefore heartily rejoice and sing his praise with cheerful voice; 

 He captive led captivity, from bitter death he set us free. Alleluia! 

  

 Through him we heirs of heav’n are made; O brother Christ, extend thy aid 

 That we may firmly trust in thee, and through thee live eternally. Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 

hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at 

your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Advent Reading Mark 1:1-8  

Gospel for the Second Sunday in Advent 

 

 The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 It is written in Isaiah the prophet:  

  “I will send my messenger ahead of you,  

   who will prepare your way –  

   a voice of one calling in the desert, 

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

   make straight paths for him.’ ” 

 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his 

message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Hark the Glad Sound (stanzas 1 & 2) 

    Christian Worship 12 
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Christmas Reading Luke 2:25-40 

Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas 

 

 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting 

for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 

temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 

required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 

 For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 

  a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 

sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 

old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to 

them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 

forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 

wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word What Child Is This (stanzas 1 & 2) 

    Christian Worship 67 
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Epiphany Reading Matthew 2:1-12 

Gospel for Epiphany 

 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

in the east and have come to worship him.” 

 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
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  for out of you will come a ruler  

who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ” 

 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word As With Gladness Men of Old (stanzas 1 & 2) 

    Christian Worship 83 
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Lent Reading Hebrews 7:26-28 

Second Lesson for Good Friday 

 

 Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted 

above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 

for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he 

offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after 

the law, appointed the Son, who has been made 
 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word The Lamb (stanzas 1, 3, 4) 

  Christian Worship Supplement 714 
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Easter Reading 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Second Lesson for Easter 

 

 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam 

all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 

Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all 

his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word I Know that My Redeemer Lives (stanzas 1, 2, 7, 8) 

    Christian Worship 152 
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Ascension Reading Acts 1:1-11 

Second Lesson for Ascension 

 

 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he 

was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On 

one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 

wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 

seen him go into heaven.” 

 

M:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Go Ye Into All the World 

Adult Choir edited by T. P. Klammer 

 

 Go ye into all the world, and teach all nations,  

 Baptizing them in the name of the Father,  

 And of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

End Times Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24 

First Lesson for Christ the King Sunday 

 

 “ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 

As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will 

rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring 

them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. 

I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will   
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tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they 

will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 

I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the 

lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the 

strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. 

 “ ‘I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them 

and be their shepherd. I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I 

the LORD have spoken.’ ”  

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Jerusalem the Golden 

 Christian Worship Supplement 728 
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Ascension Message  
 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Ascension 

M: Father of glory, your Son ascended into your presence amidst the clouds, and now he reigns 

over the nations and sits on his holy throne as our victorious Savior over sin, death, and the 

devil. 

 

C: Increase in us patient trust as we continue to wait for the fullness of your glory to be 

revealed when he returns again in clouds of glory to reign over new heavens and a new 

earth.  
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M: Gracious God, we rejoice that you sent your only begotten Son from his pure and kingly throne 

to take up our flesh and blood for our salvation. 

 

C: By your Holy Spirit, grant that your name may be kept holy among us as we teach your 

Word in truth and purity and live godly lives according to it. 

 

M: Source of all blessings, give us missionary zeal as we faithfully witness to the hope you have 

instilled in us.  

 

C: Use us as your instruments that more people may know by faith the riches of the glorious 

inheritance that you have prepared for all people. 

 

M: Eternal Father, although your Son tasted death, in his resurrection and ascension he 

demonstrated that death no longer has power over him. 

 

C: Grant peace and strength to those mourning the loss of loved ones, and remind them of 

your promise that one day, you will welcome them into an endless Eastertide. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Heavenly Father, when your Son perfectly completed your plan for our salvation, he returned 

to you as the mighty Lord who sits above all rule and authority and dominion. 

 

C: Gather your Church together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with angels and 

archangels and all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his Kingdom, which has 

no end. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

  are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Hymn  In Christ Alone 

 Christian Worship Supplement 752 

 

 

 



pg. 15 

 

 
 

Please stand 

 

M: Father of glory, your Son ascended to heaven and now sits in majesty at your right hand. 

Increase in us patient trust as we wait for the fullness of this glory and majesty to be revealed 

when he returns again in triumph on the Last Day. Until that day, clothe us with your Spirit 

that we may proclaim your kingdom and lift up the name of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Abide With Me (stanzas 1, 6, 7) 

 Christian Worship 588 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  



pg. 17 

 

Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ  

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun  
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Parents’ Preview for May 16 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

(Christian Worship 411) 
 

  



pg. 19 

 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


